Collated Evaluations of GIS project in Pencoed Cluster
1.  What have I learned from this project about my own practice?

I have learned a great deal about my own teaching from working with junior school colleagues (e.g.teaching approaches – for greater pupil autonomy and peer mentoring).  Also great deal about linking with other curriculum areas and wider learning skills.
Raised awareness of ICT use and possibilities throughout the curriculum.

Freshened up how Geography is taught in school at present, bringing it more up to date.

It helped raise literacy (extended writing) and PSE (togetherness, feelings, opinions).

How I can use mapping skills and Geographical enquiry in a project based activity.  I have learnt to link more cross curricular links, such as ICT, maths and PSE.

It has shown opportunities to use it for many subjects and will help develop my use of IT combined with thinking skills, and talk project strategies.

2.  What have I learned about pupils’ learning?

Standards of geographical understanding are much higher in year 4 / 5 / 6 than I had previously considered.  This has implications for my own curriculum and learning expectations in KS3.
Pupils have been able to pick up ICT skills a lot better than I expected as their levels are quite low compared, possibly to in other schools due to previous lack of ICT equipment.

Peer learning has risen to the fore with those confident helping others learn.
Children asked enquiry questions without prompt.

Children liked the idea of a new theme to study.

Visual for SEN children.

It showed their listening skills to follow instructions and communication skills to discuss in pairs / group/ class.  
3.  On what evidence have I based these conclusions?  Part 3 could be included as an integral element of parts 1 and 2.

Standards of pupil work and presentations.
Witnessing pupils’ presentations and work from other schools in my cluster.
Year 5 group have an understanding of how to use software and have generated other possible ideas such as ‘where to locate vegetable patch’, ‘Areas of Improvements around school’, ‘Environmental use of power’.
Videos (Photostory).
I was able to use Aegis software with a class of 26 Year 4’s without difficulty.  Children’s enjoyment and enthusiasm to go and finish the task was evident,

Paper and electronic work that we completed can be put into our Geography / ICT portfolio.
Next steps

Developing skills learned to lead year 7 curriculum.
Further generic approaches to do the same thing e.g. Google Earth, Powerpoint.

To look at using the pupil generated ideas mentioned previously.

Creating a brochure of popular areas.

Creating a historical picture of the school by running the Map of Memories every year and charting the changing areas over the years.

Including more use of extended writing to link in.

How to use the whole concept in a thematic way of learning.

Use ideas and focus to promote skills through context for new curriculum.
Link with other age groups.
























